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At the Thirty-First Annual Conference of the Society for Ethnomusicology (Rochester, N.Y., October 16-19, 1986), a
group of participants with research interests in China held an impromptu meeting to acquaint themselves with one
another and their work. It was unanimously felt that similar meetings should be held in the future. A group should be
formed whose membership is to comprise scholars interested in Chinese music, and whose purpose is to establish
channels for communication and a forum for exchange of ideas. At least initially, the group is catered mainly to scholars
living in the U.S. and Canada. Group members shall meet once or twice a year taking advantage of the annual
Asscciation for Asian Studies meeting (when Chinoperl is held in conjunction) in March-April and the annual SEM
meeting in October-November. The possibility of publishing and distributing a periodic newsletter was discussed. The
first structured meeting was scheduled for April in conjunction with the annual meeting of the AAS. An initial list of
about sixty names was compiled to whom a letter was sent in November announcing the formation of the "Chinese
Music Study Group” (later changed to "Association for Chinese Music Research"). About forty responded in active
support of the group.

Report on Spring 1987 Meeting in_Cambridge MA

Eighteen people, representing about a dozen institutions, attended the first meeting of ACMR, held in the Common
Room of the Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University ca April 12, 1987, from 10
AM to 3 PM. First session, from 10 to 11 AM, included short presentations of research interests or works-in-progress
by six ACMR members (see summary of reports). Session 2, from 11 to 12 noon, was devoted to the topic
"Translation of Musicological Writings between Chinese and English: Challenges and Solutions.” Rulan Chao Pian
spoke on translation from English to Chinese, and Robert Mok on Chinese to English. From 12 noon onwards was a
business metting, which included a general discussion on the present and future of the Association. Pizza was ordered,
and the discussion ended at absut 3 pm.

Everyone agreed that the meeting was a huge success. It was rare, if not unprecedented, that a group of scholars in
Chinese music outside of China discusses and exchanges id=as on their research interests based upon a somewhat
structured format. Two immediate advantages became obvious. First, explanations on Chinese names and terminology
are dispensed with (when was the Ming dynasty? who are the Hakka people? what is Jiangnan sizhu?) so that questions
and discussions can zero in on relevant matters. Second, a great variety of musical genres and issues, raised in the
context of each other, allowed their similarities and differences to be perceived more clearly; this induced challenging and
insightful questions which might not otherwise be raised.

S v P Tk Meeti

After some discussion, it was decided that the name of the group will change from Chinese Music Study Group to
Association for Chinese Music Research (ACMR).

ACMR will meet regularly twice a year, in the Spring in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Association for
Asian Studies and the Conference for Chinese Oral and Performing Literature, and in the Fall in conjunction with the
annual meeting of the Society for Ethnomusicolegy. The Fall 1987 meeting will be in Ann Arbor, MI where SEM will
meet from November 5 to 8. The Spring 1988 meeting will be in San Francisco where AAS and Chinoperl will meet
from March 25 to 27.

Membership dues of S5 will be solicited to cover production of newsletters, mailing, and miscellaneous expenses
incurred during the meetings. However, the payment of dues will be on a voluntary basis in consideration of students






